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Hot Issues

Proposed Withdrawal of Proposed Determination for the Bristol Bay Watershed (AK): On July
11th EPA initiated the process to propose to withdraw the 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404 (c)
Proposed Determination to restrict the use of certain waters in the Bristol Bay watershed as
disposal sites for dredged or fill material associated with mining the Pebble deposit. EPA agreed
to initiate this proposed withdrawal process as part of the May 2017 settlement agreement with
the Pebble Limited Partnership. EPA will take public comments for 90 days following the
publication of the Federal Register Notice and has initiated a concurrent tribal consultation
period. Already there is great interest in EPA’s proposed withdrawal. The acting Regional
Administrator has received more than 100,000 emails (since May 26™) requesting that we not
withdraw the proposed determination. We have also already had requests to extend the comment
period and to have in-person tribal consultation and meetings in Alaska.
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Last Week Highlights

Bristol Bay: This week, EPA released its proposal to withdraw its July 2014 Clean Water Act
Section 404 (c) Proposed Determination to restrict the use of certain waters in the Bristol Bay
watershed as disposal sites for dredged or fill material associated with mining the Pebble deposit
(https://'www.epa.gov/bristolbay). EPA will take public comments on its withdrawal proposal for
90 days following its publication in the Federal Register. This action fully satisfies the
requirement in EPA’s May 2017 settlement agreement with PLP to “initiate a process to propose
to withdraw the Proposed Determination” by July 11, 2017.
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